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More pointedly, security experts, such as 

Edward Luttwak from the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies, have come 
forward questioning the effectiveness of 
whole body scanners since they can be de-
feated by hiding explosives in body cavities. 
The General Accounting Office, an investiga-
tive arm of Congress, has stated that it is 
unclear whether scanners would have spotted 
the kind of explosives carried by the ‘‘Christ-
mas Day’’ bomber. 

About one-half of these body scanning ma-
chines use low dose x-rays to scan pas-
sengers. Last May, a group of esteemed sci-
entists from the University of California, 
San Francisco wrote to John Holdren, Presi-
dent Obama’s science adviser, voicing their 
concerns about the rapid roll out of scanners 
without a rigorous safety review by an im-
partial panel of experts. The scientists cau-
tion that the TSA has miscalculated the ra-
diation dose to the skin from scanners and 
that there is ‘‘good reason to believe that 
these scanners will increase the risk of can-
cer to children and other vulnerable popu-
lations.’’ (http://n.pr/bKGCKx). 

David Brenner, director of Columbia Uni-
versity’s Center for Radiological Research, 
has also voiced caution about x-raying mil-
lions of air travelers. He was a member of 
the government committee that set the safe-
ty guidelines for the x-ray scanners, and he 
now says he would not have signed onto the 
report had he known that TSA wanted to 
scan almost every air traveler. (http:// 
www.columbia.edu/∼djb3/) 

Passenger complaints to TSA and news-
paper accounts of passenger experiences with 
scanners contradict TSA assurances that 
checkpoint signs provide adequate notice to 
travelers about the scanning procedure and 
the pat down option. Travelers, who reported 
that they were not fully aware what the 
scanning procedure involved, said they were 
not made aware of alternative search op-
tions. (http://nyti.ms/9hGtUO ) 

Many travelers complained about their pri-
vacy, and their families’ privacy, being in-
vaded. Some were concerned about the radi-
ation risk, particularly to pregnant women 
and children. Some travelers felt bullied by 
rude TSA screeners. The Wall Street Journal 
reported that one woman who refused to go 
through the body scanner was called ‘‘unpa-
triotic’’ by the TSA screener. 

Expensive state-of-the-art security tech-
nology that poses potentially serious health 
risks to vulnerable passengers, invades pri-
vacy, and provides questionable security is 
neither smart nor safe. For the White House 
it is a political embarrassment waiting to 
happen. 

President Obama should suspend the body 
scanning program and appoint an inde-
pendent panel of experts to review the issues 
of privacy, health and effectiveness. After 
such a review, should the DHS and TSA still 
want to deploy body scanners at airports, 
they should initiate a public rulemaking, 
which they have refused thus far, so that the 
public can have their say in the matter. 

If you experience any push-back from TSA 
screeners when you assert your right to 
refuse to go through a whole body scanner 
and request a pat down security search in-
stead, please write to info@csrl.org. 

Ralph Nader is a consumer advocate, law-
yer, and author. His most recent book—and 
first novel—is, Only The Super Wealthy Can 
Save Us. His most recent work of non-fiction 
is The Seventeen Traditions. 
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the retire-
ment of Frank Williams from the Building In-
dustry Association’s Baldy View Chapter. 

Frank dedicated his career at the BIA to 
helping families achieve the American Dream 
of home ownership. He led the Baldy View 
Chapter with distinction, promoting quality 
communities, facilitating business opportunities 
for the Association’s members, and always 
working to increase the public’s awareness 
about the importance of home ownership. 

Frank was appointed Chief Executive Officer 
of the Building Industry Association Southern 
California, Inc. Baldy View Chapter in April of 
1992. Working from the Association’s Rancho 
Cucamonga offices, he planned, directed, 
budgeted and coordinated all programs and 
administrative activities of the Baldy View Re-
gion, which includes all of San Bernardino 
County and all areas east of the 605 in Los 
Angeles County. 

Under Frank’s leadership, the Baldy View 
BIA has become a true partner with Congress 
to help cultivate an environment where more 
Americans can turn the dream of home owner-
ship into reality. I commend Frank for working 
with Congress to create the conditions nec-
essary to make home ownership available to 
more families. 

Frank Williams is the recipient of the 1998 
Fair Housing Award from the Fair Housing 
Council of San Bernardino County. He was 
named the National Association of Home 
Builders ‘‘Gary Komarow Memorial Executive 
Officer of the Year’’ in 1999. 

While the BIA is losing an exceptional lead-
er, I know our community and our Nation will 
continue to benefit from Frank’s enthusiasm 
and vision for the cause of housing. Frank has 
been a tireless community leader and advo-
cate for affordable housing, and he has been 
instrumental in helping to promote home own-
ership on the national level. With Frank’s dedi-
cation, we have been able to raise national 
awareness about the housing needs of Califor-
nians. I am confident his work will continue 
into the future. 

Frank is the Founder, Chairman of the 
Board and President of Housing Action Re-
source Trust (HART), a non-profit affordable 
housing provider that has assisted 50,000 
families to buy homes. He also serves as a 
Commissioner to the San Bernardino County 
Housing Authority and is a fully-accredited 
Commissioner on the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officers. In addi-
tion, he was recently appointed by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to a Joint Land Use 
Task Force within the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research. 

There are many grateful people who have 
benefited from Frank’s mentorship and vision 
over the years. On Wednesday, July 7, 
Frank’s colleagues, friends and family are 
gathering to thank him for his leadership and 
dedication to the cause of home ownership. 

Frank Williams has been a champion for in-
creasing home ownership and promoting com-
munity development. I am very proud to con-
gratulate him on his retirement and I com-
mend him for his dedication to furthering hous-
ing opportunities for Californians and all Amer-
icans. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the participants 
and sponsors of the National Junior Disability 
Championships. This annual competition, 
founded by Wheelchair Sports USA, has 
helped teach the value of sports to young ath-
letes since 1984. It began as a small competi-
tion for wheelchair athletes ages 7 to 21. 
Since that time, it has continued to grow both 
in nature and number. The competition ex-
panded in scope to include athletes with many 
different types of disabilities, not just those in 
wheelchairs. Athletes with spinal cord injuries, 
cerebral palsy, blindness, and many other dis-
abilities now participate in the competition. Re-
flecting this expansion in mission, the spon-
soring organization changed its name to 
Wheelchair & Ambulatory Sports USA. The di-
versity of sports offered also increased. Al-
though only three sports were initially offered, 
athletes now participate in seven areas of 
competition. Over 300 athletes from around 
the country participate each year. 

For some of these young athletes, the Na-
tional Junior Disability Championships com-
petition provides a pathway to qualify for the 
U.S. Paralympics team. More importantly, 
however, it provides these young people the 
opportunity to develop the values of teamwork, 
sportsmanship, hard work, and perseverance 
offered by sports. Participants also benefit in 
other ways. For example, research shows the 
importance of physical activity in both the 
physical and mental development of children. 
This event removes the barriers that so often 
prevent these young people with disabilities 
from participating in sports, allowing them to 
reap the benefits of athletic competition. 

In closing, I would also like to congratulate 
the athletes participating in the National Junior 
Disability Championships. It takes great perse-
verance, commitment, and strength of spirit to 
participate in this type of competition. I wish 
you the best of luck as you prepare for your 
respective athletic events. 
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Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Mr. Bobby Pope, of Macon, 
Georgia, who is retiring after a long and illus-
trious tenure as Athletic Director of Mercer 
University. I rise to thank Bobby for his ex-
traordinary commitment to Mercer Athletics, 
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